
Dear Gillen Brewer Families,  

 

Most of you are aware of the horrific Parkland Florida shooting that happened over a week ago. As the issue of and discussions 

around gun violence in schools increases in the media, I want to make you aware of some action I have taken on behalf of GB as part 

of a collective effort among many NY Heads of Schools. Since the Parkland Florida shooting over a week ago, Heads of Schools across 

the state and country have been discussing ways to take action that goes beyond "prayers and thoughts." Today the Heads of 

Schools put out a full-page open letter to the President and our Legislative Leaders in the NYT to demand change to gun laws. The 

link to the article is here:  http://files.constantcontact.com/7975941f001/0238983e-9a85-420d-8cd8-f57ccb1b8789.pdf.  

We put a similar letter out after Sandy Hook but with little change to laws, there is clearly a need to go much further in our 

communities to keep pressure on our politicians and keep this issue alive. While doing a walkout in March is not developmentally 

appropriate for most, if not all of our students, I recognize that the adults in our community feel a strong desire to advocate and 

take action toward any effort that can protect our school communities and add to the collective voices across the nation. As facts 

have come out about this recent incident, it is clear that adult error played a significant role in this event and it is infuriating to hear 

how many red flags were ignored and dismissed. While I desire to reach out to you immediately after these horrific tragedies, 

experience has also taught me that there is much to be learned and understood before addressing the community.  As an educator 

and advocate for our students, I am always particularly interested in learning about the facts of any nationally covered school-

related incident. The facts always point to preventative measures and accountability that needs to be in place to avoid and stop 

these terrible and preventable tragedies. It is the facts of these incidents, along with the unique needs of our community, that I use 

to measure and adjust practices used at Gillen Brewer. 

 

Primarily, I want to assure you that while my office may be a few blocks away from the school, my finger is constantly on the safety 

and security "pulse" of Gillen Brewer.  Gillen Brewer has policies and procedures in place that address concerns around safety in the 

school and we have annual security trainings and fire drills throughout the year. There is a high level of accountability placed on the 

staff when it comes to the safety and security of our school. Prior to the Parkland shooting, trainings had already been scheduled to 

practice "shelter in place" with our staff and students. In addition; earlier this year, Gillen Brewer engaged Altaris, a consulting firm 

that works end-to-end with K-12 Safety, Security & Emergency Preparedness.  Altaris has been analyzing our policies and procedures 

and has been onsite many times working with Paul, myself, and the leadership team to discuss ways to tighten our practices and talk 

through any concerns or scenarios from past school events around the nation. 

 

Second, the psychology department will be adding additional resources to the Parent Portal to guide you in ways to discuss these 

kinds of events with your children given their levels of understanding and developmental ages.  I will also be following up with ways 

that you can take action with legislators.  

 

As always, please reach out to your class psychologist if you have any concerns or need support addressing this or any other topic 

with your child.  I also want to remind you to be very mindful of what the little ears in your household are exposed to.  School 

shootings in particular, evoke much stress and anxiety in children and we must make sure that school continues to be a safe haven, 

both in mind and in body.   

 

If you have any questions or thoughts, please don't hesitate to reach out to me.  

 

Most Sincerely,    

 
 

Donna Kennedy 

Head of School 
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