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Dear Students, 

It has been wonderful dancing our 

way through this year together! 

I am so proud of all of your hard work. 

We have all enjoyed watching you

learn and grow, and through the work

we do together, you learn from us but we also learn 

from you. Each one of you is remarkable and we are 

unwaveringly optimistic about your future. Keep dancing,

and look back at this yearbook often to remember the

wonderful times we’ve shared. 

Sincerely,

Donna Kennedy 

Head of School
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his September, all of the students at Gillen
Brewer explored different genres of dance. Our
class learned the moves of The Bunny Hop and
The Twist. After many dance parties and fancy
moves, the children were ready to make a 
choice. When voting day arrived, the students 
used wooden blocks to place in front of the 
dance of their choice. The whole class counted 
and tallied the votes. As anticipation rose, the votes
came in ... Twisters 5 and Bunny Hoppers 2! 
We became The Twisters and the creative process
began. The children used many materials including
paint, glue, glitter and even "twisty" twizzlers to
decorate our classroom board. So put on some
Chubby Checker, turn up the 
volume, and let your children 
show you their "super twisty" 
dance moves. You just 
might be surprised!
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n the beginning of the school year, 
the class explored and practiced different
dances, such as “The Chicken Dance,” 
“The Cha Cha Slide,” and “The Shark 
Dance.” We practiced following the 
movements of each dance, learned the
words to each song, sang along, engaged
in partner dancing, and had a blast! These
dances had us jumping, twisting, turning,
balancing, stomping, holding hands, 
criss-crossing our feet, and more. After 
exploring different dances, learning the
movements, and dancing and singing
along, we narrowed down our list to our
three favorite dances. We
came together on the rug
and briefly reviewed the
dances we had learned.
Each student voted for 
their favorite dance. Then, 
we worked together to
count the number of votes
each dance was awarded
and compared the numbers
to see which dance had the
most votes. Finally, we 
concluded that 
“The Cha Cha
Slide” had won! 
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visits GBS!
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uring the summer, our class tried
several kinds of dances including The
Hokey Pokey, The Chicken Dance, and
Freeze Dance. We also moved our 
hands to Itsy Bitsy Spider and Patty Cake.
Our favorite way to move our bodies was
to dance along to videos using scarves 
or bean bags. Our two favorites were
“Baby Shark” and “Hey Little Worm.” 
In September, the group voted between these 
two dances. “The Worms” got more votes! 
We particularly enjoyed the line in the song 
“Hey little worm, why do you squirm? Because I like to dance!”
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o begin the process of voting on a name, the
class brainstormed different dances. Room 205 
particularly liked the Chicken Dance, Limbo, Hokey
Pokey, the Sprinkler, GoNoodle, the Shuffle, 
Cha-Cha-Slide, Head-Shoulders-Knees-Toes, and
the Macarena. Next, it was time to narrow down the
choices. As a class, the students needed to decide
which dance best represented them. Room 205 
decided that the class name should make them feel
happy, excited, and proud. These describing words
were a driving factor in helping narrow down the list 
of dances to “The Hokey Pokey,” “The Limbo,” “The
Chicken Dance,” “Ballet,” and “The Sprinklers.”  From
here, they researched each dance, learning who
wrote the song, why it was created, and other fun
facts about each dance. Room 205 danced, exploring
the different types of dances. To make the decision 
for which dances should be on the ballot, Room 205 
thought about how it the dance made them feel. Did the
dance make them feel happy or sad? Excited or nervous? 
The final ballot consisted of the “Hokey Pokey,” the “Chicken
Dance,” and the “Limbo.” For the final vote, Room 205 
individually placed their ballots into the box. 
The winner was the Hokey Pokey! 



25



26



27



28



29



30

irst, we danced... a lot! We explored over
thirty types of dance! We danced to slow songs,
fast songs, formal dances, and celebratory
dances. After each dance, we discussed how
the music, beat, and costumes made us feel.
We described the speed at which the dancers
were moving. We identified the clothing the
dancers wore. Lastly, we compared these 
qualities to us! Once we decided we liked 
Hip Hop dancing, we looked back into this
style’s history. We researched Hip Hop’s roots
and discovered that there are 12 distinct styles
of Hip Hop dancing (e.g., floating, pop, and
lock). The students loved exploring each 
different dance move. When it came down 
to voting time, we narrowed our choices 
down to three. We liked Krumping, the 
Harlem Shake, and Hip Hop in general. 
After tallying and some more dancing, 
we came to our conclusion and our 
name, the Hip Hoppers!
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e began our dance study by moving
our bodies to different songs and dances.
The students enjoyed learning about Tap
Dancing, The Limbo, the Kidz Bop Shuffle,
and The Robot. During these dances, the
students discussed how they moved their
bodies. After learning about each dance,
the students voted with a thumbs up or a
thumbs down on the class dance party chart. 

We used our dance party chart to pick the top
three dances to make our final vote for our class
name. The top three dance choices were: The 
Kidz Bop Shuffle, The Robot, and The Limbo. 
Students and teachers voted for a class name!
After a tie between The Robots and The Shuffles,
we had to vote again. The final vote determined
that we are THE SHUFFLES!
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As of print date, GBS 
students have read over 

250,000 minutes!

Literary 

Characte
r

Day
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Explore
Room 207 danced through the long 
and hot summer. We set on the task of
finding a perfect dance, the one that
would best represent our energy and
what makes us unique. We explored 
various dances from all around the
world and all throughout history. Our
dance timeline soon was filled with 
over a dozen dances.  We researched
every dance; exploring the history, 
place of origin, and the styles.

Research
Learning about each dance was an adventure. We boarded
our imaginary plane everyday, flying to a different part of
the world. We traveled far and wide, places like South
Africa for the Samba and the Tango, Ireland for the River
Dance, and even to Israel for the Hora. The dances that
originated in the United States allowed us to focus on the
time periods they were created in; like  the Charleston in
the Roaring Twenties, the Disco in the 1960’s, and the
Moonwalk in the 1980’s.

We read about the dances, looked at maps, watched
videos, and even tested the dances ourselves!

Narrowing Down the Choices
Once we researched many dances, it was time to
pick the few that could eventually become our
class name. We learned how to identify and 
describe our very own traits that make us unique.
We then compared and contrasted the traits of 
ourselves and the dances. This helped us choose
which dance would fit us the best. 

We narrowed down the
choices to a list of our top three:

Twist, Disco, and Breakdance.

And The Winner Is…
After a secret ballot where each student chose the dance, they thought
best represented us, the numbers were in. The Breakdance won by a

landslide, giving our class a new name, THE BREAK DANCERS!
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fter weeks of learning all about 
various dances, the students picked 
their two favorite dances to vote on for 
our new class name. The nominees were
the Pop See Kos and the Robots. The 
students voted by taping their names 
on a chart to create a bar graph. We
counted the number of votes for each
dance and the winner was... The ROBOTS!

Students cheered for our new name and
then got right to work creating their very
own robots. In addition, the students
worked together to decorate a large 
classroom robot and robot letters to put
on our classroom door.   
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he Flosser class spent all summer exploring 
different dances by studying “dances through the
decades.” After learning about the origin and trying
each move, the Flossers narrowed down their search.
As a class, we researched and presented our opinions
on the names. The Flossers connected to our name
because it was a dance created by a child and it is a
dance that many adults can’t do. Coming up with our
class name has been a highlight of the year.
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e started the process of choosing a 
class name by brainstorming what dances 
we already knew. After discussing what 
kinds of dances we knew and showing 
each other our moves, we researched more 
types of dances online. We practiced the 
dances along with the videos to see what 
moves we liked.

After the brainstorming and 
research, we nominated dances
we thought would make good
class names. After a debate, 
we voted for the winner:
THE DISCOS! 
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Apple 

Picking
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A Visit to
CNN

Real Brav
e

Music Stud
io
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The
Zoo!

The Jewish

Museum
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MoMA

Fire Station
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410 East 92nd Street, New York, NY 10128
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